Docket No. : HO-P0230 1 USO 


Utility Application 

I hereby certify that this correspondence is being deposited with the U.S. Postal Service as Express Mail. Airbill No. EK1 027251 90US. in 
an envelope addressed to: Commissaoner for Patents, Washington, DC 20231, on the date shown below. 


veiope addressed to: Oommis&ioner for Patents, Washington, 
Date d:^^y^ Signature: lAJMO- l^ifU^^X^ (Elena Maglitto) 


IN THE UNITED STATES PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE 


APPLICATION FOR U.S. LETTERS PATENT 


Title: 


GUTTER SWEEP 


Inventor: 


CAM REED, JR. 


Citizenship: United States 


Edward D. Steakley 
FULBRIGHT & JAWORSKI L.L.P. 
1301 McKinney, Suite 5100 
Houston, Texas 77010-3095 
(713) 651-5423 


25070658.1 

Express Mail No. EKl 02725 190US 


Docket No.: HO-P02301US0 

GUTTER SWEEP 

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION 

[0001] The present invention is that of a newly designed tool to aid in removing debris 
from overhead gutters. The present invention is a tool designed to scrape leaves and debris out 
of the gutter safely from the ground without the need for a ladder. The present invention 
includes a lightweight adjustable handle, an attached scooping head, and an extension pole or 
poles. 

[0002] The handle preferably includes two ends, a first end and a second end. The first 
end includes a screw in extension with external threads. The second end of the handle of the 
present invention includes a grip end allowing a user to grip the tool. The grip end preferably 
includes a rubber sleeve, but the surface of the second end of the handle may be modified to 
assist in gripping the tool. 

[0003] Extension poles of the present invention include a first end and a second end. The 
first end of the extension pole preferably includes a screw in extension extending from the first 
end and contains external male threads. The second end of the extension pole includes an 
insertion point for the first end of the handle of the present invention and contains internal female 
threads. The combined length of the extension poles and the handle of the present invention is 
preferably ten feet long. The length of the tool, however, may be lengthened or shortened by the 
addition or removal of extension poles. 

[0004] The head, also referred to as the curved scoop, of the present invention preferably 
includes two ends a first end with a blade curved in a manner allowing it to fit up and over the 
top of a gutter. The curved scoop also has a second end including an insertion point to fixedly 
attach either the handle or an extension pole. The user of the tool may run the blade across the 
bottom of the gutter thereby removing debris and other objects from the gutter. 

[0005] The material used for the handle, blade and extension poles are preferably made 
from light-weight material. The handle and poles can be made from PVC, wood, aluminum, 
plastics, composite materials or other sturdy material. The blade is preferably made from metal, 
but may be made from other strong material so that the blade will not break while in use. Such 
material may be plastics, metals, composite material, and other strong material. 

[0006] The present invention may also include a brush head attachment in an alternative 
embodiment, allowing the gutter to be scrubbed. The scoop may include bristles projecting from 
the surface of the scoop to allow cleaning of the gutter. 
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[0007] In use, the user would simply stick the curved metal blade of the present invention 
into the overhead gutter with the use of the ten foot handle, and pull it along so as to drag the 
leaves and debris into a pile. When a fair amount of debris is collected, the user would simply 
flip the debris up and over the top of the gutter by twisting the blade sideways. This process 
would be repeated as the user walks along the gutter until the entire length of the gutter has been 
cleaned out. If the user is cleaning gutters on a two story house, the optional extension handle 
would be screwed into place, effectively doubling the length of the handle. Use of the present 
invention would provide a very practical and convenient method of allowing anyone to quickly 
and easily clean overhead gutters, in a much faster and safer manner, as the use of a ladder would 
not be required. The present invention would greatly reduce the time required for this chore, and 
would be a welcome addition to every home having gutters which must be periodically cleaned 
of leaves and debris. Use of the present invention allows a person to clean their gutters much 
easier, faster, and safer, as the task could be completed from the ground without need for a 
ladder. 

[0008] The foregoing has outlined rather broadly the features and technical advantages of 
the present invention in order that the detailed description of the invention that follows may be 
better understood. Additional features and advantages of the invention will be described 
hereinafter which form the subject of the claims of the invention. It should be appreciated by 
those skilled in the art that the conception and specific embodiment disclosed may be readily 
utilized as a basis for modifying or designing other structures for carrying out the same purposes 
of the present invention. It should also be realized by those skilled in the art that such equivalent 
constructions do not depart from the spirit and scope of the invention as set forth in the appended 
claims. The novel features which are believed to be characteristic of the invention, both as to its 
organization and method of operation, together with further objects and advantages will be better 
understood from the following description when considered in connection with the 
accompanying figures. It is to be expressly understood, however, that each of the figures is 
provided for the purpose of illustration and description only and is not intended as a definition of 
the limits of the present invention. 


[0009] For a more complete understanding of the present invention, reference is now 
made to the following descriptions taken in conjunction with the accompanying drawing, in 
which: 


BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS 
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FIG. 1 is a perspective view of the gutter sweep; and 

FIG. 2 is a perspective view of an alternative embodiment of the gutter sweep with 
cleaning bristles. 

[0010] While only the preferred form of the invention is shown, it should be understood 
that various changes or modifications may be made within the scope of the claims attached 
hereto without departing from the spirit of the invention. 

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE INVENTION 

[0011] Referring to Figure 1, a perspective view of the inventive gutter scoop 20 is 
shown. A scooping head 18 including a blade end 21 and a head attachment end 17 is 
detachably affixed to an extension poles or poles 12 or the handle 13. The extension pole has 
two attachment ends 15, 16. Two attachment poles 12 may be placed together by attaching the 
attachment end 15 of one attachment pole to the attachment end 16 of another attachment pole. 
The attachment end 16 may be detachably affixed to the scooping head 18 to the head attachment 
end 17. The attachment pole 12 may be detachably affixed to the handle 13 by attaching the 
handle attachment end 14 to the attachment pole end 15. The handle preferably has a grip 11 
covering the griping end 10 of the handle 13. The handle attachment end 14 may be detachably 
affixed to the scooping head 18 to the head attachment end 17. The attachment end preferably 
includes a male/female screw type connection. However, other connections means may be used 
such that the component pieces remained affixed to one another while in use and thereafter being 
detachable firom one another. In an alternative embodiment, the present invention may be 
comprised of a single tool where no detachable component pieces exist. In other words, the 
embodiment would include a scooping had permanently fixed to an attachment pole and the pole 
would have a grip or gripping surface. 

[0012] Referring to Figure 2, a perspective view of an alternative embodiment of the 
gutter sweep 20 with cleaning bristles is shown 19 on the scooping head 18. 

[0013] Although the present invention and its advantages have been described in detail, 
it should be understood that various changes, substitutions and alterations can be made herein 
without departing fi-om the spirit and scope of the invention as defined by the appended claims. 
Moreover, the scope of the present application is not intended to be limited to the particular 
embodiments of the process, machine, manufacture, composition of matter, means, methods and 
steps described in the specification. As one of ordinary skill in the art will readily appreciate 
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from the disclosure of the present invention, processes, machines, manufacture, compositions of 
matter, means, methods, or steps, presently existing or later to be developed that perform 
substantially the same function or achieve substantially the same result as the corresponding 
embodiments described herein may be utilized according to the present invention. Accordingly, 
the appended claims are intended to include within their scope such processes, machines, 
manufacture, compositions of matter, means, methods, or steps. 
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